
Next time—FRIDAY 9 March (3.45-5.45pm) 
 

Second Chances 
We will think about the two thieves on the cross and how we all have the choice to follow 
Jesus. 
We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Goodrington Methodist 
Church for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder: parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their own 
children while at Messy Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for our family. 
Help us to love and share. 
Keep us together, Lord, 
Safe within your care. 
Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M. Haley 556971 

In worship today we 
thought about how we 
can make Jesus the 
centre of our lives. 

Crafts today. . . . 
Family Tree - to remind us that we are all linked together 
as a family and that God wants us to be a part of his 
family. 

Anchors and Chains - to think about how an anchor holds 
a boat where it should be and Jesus is the anchor for 
Christians. 

Blood - to help us think about God’s promises and to 
remember how important it is not only to love our own 
family but also to love God’s family.  

Thank You Cards - to think about what makes a person 
feel loved. 

People Chain - to think about how families are linked 
together by love. 

Weaving - to remind you how God wants us all in his 
family.  We are all different but, together, we make a 
beautiful tapestry. 

Gingerbread men - to think about what it means to be 
part of God’s family 

Name Plaques - to think about our names and what they 
mean. 

 

 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Sunday services 10.30 am (mainly traditional); 6.00 pm (contemporary) 
Sunday Club 10.30 am (ages 3-11), 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month 

Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades (ages 4-18) Wednesdays 
 

Tuesdays Together 7.30 pm (in the community room) 
20 February  2B1 (Worship, songs, conversation, prayers and cake) 

27 February Teaching (Our minister leads us through Genesis) 
6 March: Prayers and reflections 

Continue your journey  
with Jesus … into 2018. 

 
February 2018 

True Family 
 
Today we are thinking about how Jesus looked at families.  Our own families 
are extremely important.  Jesus makes it clear that when we accept him as 
our Saviour and Lord, we are God’s children and he is the head of our family. 
 

When Jesus was 30 years old, he 
began his work of telling people 
the good news of the Kingdom 
of God.  Jesus was teaching the 
people when his mother and 
brothers  arrived and asked if 
they could see him.  Someone 
interrupted Jesus to tell him  
that his family were waiting 
outside.  Jesus asked, ‘Who is 

my mother, and who are my brothers?’  He then pointed to his disciples and 
said, ‘Here are my mother and brothers.  For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’    
 
This seems a strange reply.  Jesus’s family did not yet realise the work his 
Father in heaven had planned for him to do.  They wanted him to come back 
home and for things to be like they were before.  That was understandable, but 
Jesus had grown up and wasn’t at home any more.  Jesus’s family had grown 
bigger as more people recognised him as the promised Saviour.  His family can 
now include us.  If we believe that Jesus is the Son of God and follow him, then 
we are part of the biggest family on earth. 
 
Jesus never stopped loving his mother and, when he was on the cross, he made 
sure that she would be cared for.  He told John, one of his closest friends, to  
treat her as his own mother, and asked Mary to recognise John as her son.  
Jesus never stops loving and caring for us.  We show his love by loving our 
families, by loving his worldwide family, and by loving everyone. 

 
You can find this story in the New Testament section of the Bible,  

in Matthew chapter 12 verses 46-49. 
(This is the first book in the New Testament)           

 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D


Something to do at home …. 
 
Get a bottle of a drink you all enjoy and everyone can share — you can do 
this at anytime but after a family meal might be good.  Get your best 
glasses our and drink a toast to your family together saying, ‘Please raise 
your glasses to our family!’  We get lots of things wrong but we still love 
each other.  We are thankful to God that he has given us each other.  ‘To 
our family!’   Use this time to celebrate your family and all its members. 

) Timothy and his Mother 
When Timothy was born, his mother, Eunice, chose his name 
which means ‘one who honours God’.  Eunice knew that 
honouring God was the most important thing anyone can do. 
Eunice came from Palestine but Timothy’s father was from 
Greece.  He taught him to read and speak Greek.  They lived in 
Lystra (which today is in Turkey) where there were also people 
from Rome, so Timothy learned to speak Latin too. 
 

Eunice believed in the one true God.  She had learned about God 
from her mother, Lois, and she passed on her faith to Timothy.  
The Jewish stories of the people of God in the desert, and about 
the ten best ways to live (in what we call the ‘Old Testament’) were very important to 
her.  Whenever she could, she shared them with her son.  As Timothy grew up he 
wasn’t sure that his mother’s stories were really for him.  He was half Greek not like the 
Jewish people in his mother’s stories.  
 

When Timothy was a teenager, the preacher Paul came to the town.  He told everyone 
about Jesus who had come as the sort of King no one had expected.  Paul told them 
how Jesus had lived and died and then came back to life again.  He was God’s special 
rescuer, who now invited all people to belong to him.  As Timothy listened to Paul, God 
came close to him.  Timothy grew closer to God;  he knew that God loved him. and had 
a special work for him to do. 

 
You can find the story of Timothy in the 14th and 15th books of the New Testament 

For you to colour 

TO TALK ABOUT … 
 
What are the best bits of belonging 
to your family? 
 
How do you show love in your 
family? 
 
What does your family do that’s a 
family tradition?  Is it something 
funny? 
 
What does your family like doing 
together best of all? 


