
Next time—FRIDAY 9 February (4-6pm) 
 

True Family 
We will think about how Jesus looked at families and how we can be part of God’s family. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Goodrington Methodist 
Church for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder: parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their own 
children while at Messy Church. 

 
Dear God, 
Thank you 
that when we 
trust in you, 
we can know 
your power 
and presence 
in our lives at 
all times.  We 
thank you for your protection 
and pray that you will help us to 
put our trust in you. 
Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M. Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about how God can forgive us 
when we have done wrong. 
 

Crafts today. . . . 
Promises - to remind us that God always keeps his 
promises. 

What an Awesome Place - to think about why 
something is awesome, especially with God. 

Dream Pictures - to remind us that God sometimes 
has new plans for our lives. 

Ladder Hopscotch - to think about what it meant 
when Jacob saw the angels going up and down the 
ladder. 

Giant Ladder - to think about how big the ladder to 
heaven would have to be.  Which person in the Bible 
is the clearest ‘ladder’ between earth and heaven? 

Ladder Cakes— to remind you of Jacob’s dream 
 

Please tell us if you like our crafts.  What is your 
favourite?  Would you like us to include 
something else?  Is there anything missing from 
Messy Church?  We would like to know what 
you think! 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Sunday services 10.30 am (mainly traditional); 6.00 pm (contemporary) 
Sunday Club 10.30 am (ages 3-11), 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month 

Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades (ages 4-18) Wednesdays 
 

Tuesdays Together 7.30 pm (in the community room) 
16 January: 2B1 (Worship, songs, conversation, prayers and cake) 

23 January: Exploring (Learning about God through crafts, reading and music) 
30 January: Teaching (Our minister leads us through Genesis) 

6 February: Prayers and reflections 

Continue your journey  
with Jesus … into 2018. 

 
January 2018 

Stairway to Heaven 
 
Today we are looking at a story from the Old Testament about forgiveness and 
thinking about whether we can see the presence of God in our lives 

 
In the time of the Old 
Testament, it was 
customary for a father to 
give his blessing to his sons.  
This was an honour which 
included each son’s 
inheritance. Jacob was the 
younger son but he tricked 
his father, Isaac, who was 
old and blind, into believing 
that he was his elder son, 

Esau. When Esau found at what had happened, he was angry. So, Jacob went 
on a long journey away from home. Sunset came and Jacob stopped for the 
night. He took a stone, laid it on the ground for a pillow, and went to sleep. He 
began to dream and saw a stairway coming down from heaven. Angels of God 
were going up and down and God stood at the top. God said, ‘I am the LORD, 
the God of your (grand) father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you 
and your descendants the land on which you are lying. You will have many 
descendants and they will spread out all over the world. All the people of the 
earth will be blessed through you and your descendants. I am with you and will 
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I promised you.’ 
 
When Jacob woke up, he thought, ‘Surely, God was in this place, and I did not 
realise it.’ He was afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.’ 
 
Early the next morning, Jacob took the stone he had used as a pillow and stood 
it up as a memorial. He poured oil on it as a blessing and called the place 
‘Bethel’ which means ‘the house of God’. 

You can find this story in the Old Testament section of the Bible,  
in Genesis chapter 28 verses 10-19. 

(This is the first book in the Old Testament)           

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D


Something to do at home …. 
 
Have you done something wrong which you need to tell God about?  If you are 
truly sorry and trust God to forgive you he will give you a fresh start.  This is a 
good thing to do at all times but especially at the beginning of a new year. 

 
) 

Joseph forgives his brothers 
Joseph was his father’s favourite son and this made 
his brothers jealous. One day, they beat him up and 
sold him as a slave to a group of travellers who took 
him to Egypt.  After many years, even some spent in 
prison, Joseph became a very important man in the 
royal household and he was in charge of the whole 
land. There was a severe famine and people were 
starving but Joseph had prepared for this and there 
was plenty of grain in Egypt’s storehouses. Joseph’s 

family heard about the grain and went to Egypt to see if they could get some. Joseph 
recognised them and eventually told them who he was. He told them not to be angry 
with themselves for selling him because God was using him to save lives. He said they 
should fetch their father and their families and he would provide for all their needs. So 
Jacob, Joseph’s father, lived there for 17 years.  Just before he died, Jacob blessed all 
his sons. 

 
You can find this story in the Old Testament section of the Bible 

In the book of Genesis from chapter42 to the end. 
(Genesis is the 1st book of the Old Testament)  

For you to colour 


