
Next time—SATURDAY 15 APRIL (10.00am-noon) .... join with other 

Messy Churches in Paignton town centre for a giant EASTER MESSY 

CHURCH .... keep looking at the facebook page for more info! 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Goodrington Methodist 

Church again on 12 May when the theme will be “The still small voice” - listening to God 

with crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety 

 
 
 
 
 

Father God, 
thank you that you love us so much you 
sent your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross 
for us, taking away all our sins and 
helping us to ask forgiveness from you 
now.  Please help us to consider what 
we think about, say and do to others, 
and always to ask for forgiveness if we 
say or do wrong.  Help us to forgive 
others who do wrong to us. Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about the forgiving other people 
in the same way as God forgives 
us. 

Crafts today. . . . 
Thank you mug - to remind us always to be 
thankful. 

Mending holes - learn how to darn a hole to 
remind us that sometimes we fall out with 
people and we need to mend our relationship.  
God’s love is like the thread holding our lives 
together. 

In Jail cakes - to remind us that sometimes we 
do things we know we shouldn’t do.  We don’t 
always realise what could happen to us when 
we make silly mistakes. 

Shackles - to think what happens when we 
become angry and hurtful to people, and to 
think what it would be like to be put in jail.  

Floaty Boats - to think about the servant 
borrowing more and more money until he got 
into trouble.  We should learn how to stop 
before we get into deep water. 

Fizzy Forgiveness - to learn that forgiveness 
means letting go of anger, sadness and 
frustration, and moving on to do different 
things. 

Obstacle course - to learn how much easier life 
becomes when we give our anger to God to 
deal with. 
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Forgiveness 
In today’s world, many people are angry and want revenge against those who 
have hurt them.  Jesus teaches that we should not bear a grudge but should 
forgive those who have done wrong, just as God has forgiven us for the things we 
have done wrong. 
 
One day, while Jesus was teaching his disciples, Peter asked him how many times he 
should forgive someone who has done him wrong.  He suggested that seven times 
might be enough but Jesus said, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven 
times.” 
 
Jesus went on to tell him that the kingdom of heaven 
is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants.  One man owed him ten thousand bags of 
gold and he was brought to the king.  He did not 
have the money to pay so the king ordered that all 
his possessions would have to be sold, and he and all 
his family would have to be sold as slaves to repay 
the debt.  The servant fell to his knees and begged 
the king to give him more time to pay.  The king felt 
sorry for him so he cancelled the whole debt and 
told him he was free to go. 
 
As the man went out, he saw another servant who owed him one hundred silver 

coins.  He grabbed the man by the throat and began 
to choke him.  The poor servant begged for more 
time to pay what he owed, but he was refused.  The 
other servants saw what had happened and were 
very angry.  They went to the king and told him 
everything.  The king was outraged and called the 
servant back.  The king said, “You wicked servant, I 
cancelled all your debt because you begged me.  You 
should have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 

I had mercy on you!”  The king then ordered the jailers to take him to prison and 
punished until he could pay back what he owed. 
 
Jesus said, “This is how God will treat you unless you forgive people from your heart.” 

 
You can find this story in the New Testament section of the Bible,  

in Matthew, chapter 18, verses 21-35. 
(Matthew is the first book in the New Testament) 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D
http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoddVZrpOH08At0RNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dbible-%2Bdavid%2Bjonathan%26fr%3Dchr-nectar%26


A puzzle for  

you to solve 

  

Jesus forgives his enemies 
 
After Jesus arrived in Jerusalem for the Passover festival, 
the enemies of Jesus looked for a way to kill him.  One of 
the disciples, Judas Iscariot, was persuaded to betray Jesus 
for 30 silver coins.  Jesus arranged to eat the special 
Passover meal with his disciples.  During the meal, he told 
them that he would suffer and die before he went back to 

God in heaven.  He took some bread and said, “This is my body, which I am freely 
giving to you.  Remember me whenever you eat bread.”  He then took a cup of wine 
and said, “This wine is the new promise made with my blood, which I will give for you.” 
 
Jesus then told the disciples that he would be betrayed and would suffer but, before 
that time, he wanted to go into the garden and pray to God for strength to face what 
lay ahead.  After he finished praying, he heard the soldiers coming for him.  The 
disciples were frightened and confused as Jesus was led away. 
 
Jesus was taken to Pilate, and then to King Herod who finally agreed to have Jesus 
crucified.  He was mocked and tortured by the soldiers before being led out of the city 
for the crucifixion.  After he had been nailed to the cross, he was placed between two 
criminals.  He then prayed in a loud voice, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.”  People continued to shout at him but others, including one of 
the criminals, began to realise that Jesus was really was the Son of God.  This man 
asked Jesus to remember him when he came to the kingdom of God.  Jesus told the 
criminal that he would be with him in paradise. 
 
In the middle of the day, the sky went dark and Jesus cried out “Father, into your 
hands I place my spirit!”  As he said this, he died.  The army officer who had seen what 
had happened, praised God saying, “Certainly, this was a good man.” 
 
So, Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross and placed in a tomb before the 
Sabbath (Jewish holy day) began that night.  Jesus remained there until he rose from 
death on the day we now call Easter Day. 

You can find this Bible story in the Book of Luke chapters22-24 
It is the 3rd book of the New Testament 

 

Something to do at home ..... 
When you go home, try to be patient with others in the house.  Do 
your best to be kind, forgiving others and asking them to forgive you 
when you say or do things that are wrong. 


