
Next time—FRIDAY 13 JANUARY 2016 

Listening to God (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 

In the New Year, we will look how God speaks to anyone. Jesus valued 

both young and old people, and all those in between with games, crafts 

and fun. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Messy Church in January 

from 4-6pm for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies 

to adults.   
Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being  

of their own children while at Messy Church. 

Lord God, 
thank you for the 

special message 
the angel gave to 

Mary.   
Thank you for 

sending Jesus into 
the world. 

Thank you that 
Jesus is Immanuel 

- God with us. 
Please help us to keep Jesus at the heart 

of all our celebrations this Christmas. 
Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about Mary who was obedient 
to God and trusted him to be 
with her through all her life. 

Crafts today. .. 

 

Christmas Labyrinth— to help us 
think about the true meaning of 
Christmas 
Angel Sun Catchers— to think about 
being a special messenger for God 
Christmas Mix and Match— to find 
out which parts of the Christmas 
story are in the Bible and which is 
myth. 
Morse Code Messages— to help us 
t5hink about the different ways of 
telling the Good News 
Host of Angels — to make a collage 
for the board and perhaps an angel 
to take home 

Stars and Angels— decorate the 
Messy Church tree and take home 
after the Christingle Service 
Word Cloud— to find the important 
words in the Christmas story 
Mary and Gabriel painting— to look 
at famous paintings, and then make 
your own.  Think what an angel 
might look like.  
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Special Message 
Christmas is one of the busiest times of the 

year and it is important to stop and think about 

what we are actually celebrating.  This month we will look at the 

nativity through the eyes of Mary and remember the birth of 

Jesus was God’s plan to save his people. 
 

Mary was a young Jewish girl, living in an ordinary 
village.  She was engaged to be married to Joseph .  
God sent an angel to give her an extraordinary 
message, saying  ”Greetings, you are very special.  
The Lord (God) is with you.”  Mary was very afraid, 
and wondered why an angel would come to see 
her.  He told her not to worry, because she had 
been chosen by God to be the mother of the 
promised Messiah, Jesus. The angel explained that 
this baby would be a miracle, the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to show God’s great love for his people 
and to reign for all time. 
 
The Jews had been waiting for the promised Messiah for hundreds of 
years, and Mary believed the promise, but she certainly did not expect 
that she would play any special part in his coming. 
 
The angel told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, who thought that she was 
too old to have children, was expecting a baby in three months’ time.  
Mary was an obedient girl, who had been brought up in the faith of her 
family, and she would have known and worshipped God.  Her strong 
faith meant that she was able to respond to the angel in trust and asked 
how this could happen because she was a virgin.  Mary knew that 
everything is possible with God and he would support her through all the 
difficult days ahead, so she said “I am the Lord’s servant.  May 
everything happen as you have told me.”  Then the angel left her. 
 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D


The God who called Mary to her special task is our God too.  He has 
plans and probably surprises for us all.  How we respond is measured in 
part by the relationship we have with God.  Do we know him well 
enough to trust that he will hold us, support us, and guide us whatever 
comes along? Do we need to strengthen our foundations of faith?  
Messy Church is here  to help us do that - just talk to the team. 

You can read the true story of Christmas in 
the book of Luke. 

Luke is the third book of the New Testament section of the Bible. 

     
     

 

Make Christmas Eve special! 
4pm  make your Christingle from materials provided 
4.30pm Worship in church 
5pm  Christmas Snacks in 
the hall 

The Christingle has its origins 
in Moravia, in what is now the 
Czech Republic.  On Christmas 
Eve, 1747, the bishop gave 
each child a lighted candle, 
tied with a red ribbon, 
symbolising the coming of 
Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world, who saved his people 
by dying for them on the 
cross. 

Today, the modern Christingle still has a special meaning: 

 An orange representing the world; 

 A red ribbon tied round the orange, representing the blood of Jesus; 

 Fruits and sweets skewered into the orange on four sticks, representing 

God's gifts, the fruits of the earth and the four seasons; 

 A lighted candle in the centre of the orange, representing Jesus Christ, the 

Light of the World. 
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life                                      


