
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Crafts 
The Breath of Life—to help us 
think about the wind of God’s 
Holy Spirit 
 
Hear the Rattle—to help us 
think about the sound of 
rattling bones, and how God 
can breathe new life today. 
 
Skeletons—to think about all 
the bones coming together to 
make a great army, and how a 
big group working together can 
make a difference. 
 
Building Bones—to think about 
what God was trying to tell 
Ezekiel, and what he is trying to 
tell us today. 
 
Skeleton ‘Beetle’ Game—to 
help us think about what we 
can do as part of a team, and to 
think about the different jobs 
done by the Messy Church 
team. 
 
Skeleton Hands—Just for fun! 

Next time—FRIDAY 8 July —Team Jesus! 

As we look forward to the Olympics, we think about being the Jesus Team 
We look forward to seeing you and your friends from 4-6pm for crafts, worship and 

tea for all ages from little ones to teenagers, babies to adults.  All can join in 

exploring what it means to be part of the Jesus team. 

 

Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their 

own children while at Messy Church. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Loving Lord Jesus, 

sometimes we feel tired and lifeless, 
and without a lot of hope. 

Help us to feel your life  
being breathed into us, 

giving us new strength and hope. 
Help us to help one another as we live 

and work together. 
Amen. 

 
 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
or find us on facebook 

Minister: Revd John M Haley  

In worship today we heard 
how nothing is impossible 
for God, and how he is still 
working in the world today. 
 

June 2016 
New Life in Dry Bones 

 
This month we learn how God breathed new life into the bones in Ezekiel’s 
vision, and that God can breathe new life into us when we are feeling useless 
and dried up.   

This story tells us about the power of 
God’s word.  At the beginning of time, 
life began when God spoke (Genesis 
chapter 1).  God continued to speak 
through special people called ‘prophets’.  
One such prophet was Ezekiel.  In his 
lifetime, around 600 years before Jesus 
was born, God’s special people (Israel) 
had been conquered by the Empire of 
Babylon.  Ezekiel had a vision about a 
valley full of dry bones, and he heard 

God asking him if he thought that the bones could live?  Ezekiel couldn’t 
answer.  He knew that only God would know the answer to this question.  God 
said that the bones were like the people of Israel—dry and lifeless.  Then God 
told Ezekiel to speak to the bones and tell them that, if they listened to God’s 
voice, they would be joined together and come alive again. 
 

As Ezekiel was speaking, there was a rattling sound as the bones came 
together.  The noise grew louder and everything happened as God had said it 
would.  But even though the bones were covered with flesh, they did not come 
alive.  So God told Ezekiel to speak to the breath of life, so that it would come 
and give new life.  Ezekiel did as God said.  Finally, the bones stood up and 
became a mighty army. 
 

Even today, more than 2000 years later, God’s breath is bringing new spiritual 
life to dry and lifeless people.  The first Christians knew this in a new and 
powerful way on the day of Pentecost.  When we trust in Jesus, he is ready to 
give us his Holy Spirit.  Even if we think everything is hopeless, he will breathe 
that life into us today.  We just have to take him at his word, and the results we 
see may just surprise us! 
 

You can find this Bible story in the book of Ezekiel chapter 37 verses 1-14  

It is the 26th book of the Old Testament 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSsd5V5RWAYAoKRNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dprayer%2BCLIPART%26fr%3Dnectar-tb-v2%26tab%3Do
http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D
http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSxYo4NRjFwAh.xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dpentecost%2Bclipart%2Bfor%2Bchildren%26fr%3Dne


 

A new life and a new name 
Saul was a Pharisee who travelled far and wide 
trying to kill everyone who believed in Jesus.  He 
had information about all the synagogues in  
Damascus, a town in Syria about 135 miles from 
Jerusalem, and he intended to take the followers of 
Jesus as prisoners. 
 

As Saul came close to Damascus, a dazzling light suddenly flashed from the sky, 
and he fell to the ground.  Saul heard a voice from heaven saying, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?”   “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.   “I am Jesus, 
the one you are persecuting,” the voice replied.  Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
 

The men who were travelling with Saul were speechless; they heard the sound 
but did not see anyone.  Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes, he could not see anything so his men led him by the hand into Damascus.  
Saul had been blinded by the light.  He could not see and he did not eat 
anything for three days. 

 

A man named Ananias (ah-nuh-ni-us) lived in the city.  He was a follower of 
Jesus.  In a dream, Jesus called to him, “Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  
Jesus told him to go to the house of Judas in Straight Street and ask for a man 
called Saul from Tarsus.  At about the same time, Saul was praying and in his 
dream he had seen a man called Ananias come to him and place his hand on his 
eyes so that he would be able to see again. 
 

Ananias had heard about Saul and was frightened about what would happen 
but Jesus told him that he had chosen Saul to tell more people about Jesus.  
Ananias trusted Jesus and went to find Saul.  He put his hands on his eyes and 
immediately Saul could see again.  He was baptised and ate some food.  He 
changed his name to Paul, and spent the rest of his life telling people about 
Jesus his Lord and Saviour.   

You can find this story in the Book of Acts, chapter 9 verses 1-19 
Acts is the 5th book of the New Testament 

 

 

For you to colour 

Something to 

think about .... 

Do you feel like 
dancing home 
today?   Why or 
why not? 
 
How many 
bones in your 
body can you 
find and name? 
 
Do you know 
someone in a 
bad or hopeless 
situation?  Ask 
God to help 
them. 


