
Next time—FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY (4-6pm) 

“I’m not doing that!” 

Jesus demonstrated that love was not about grand words or actions.  It 

was messy and practical.  What good things would you not be prepared 

to do for love?  The more we look at the life of Jesus, and learn to 

love like him, the less we say, “I’m not doing that!” for God. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at the next Messy Church in 

for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-beingtheir own children 
while at Messy Church. 

Thank You, God, 
that however old 

we are, 
we will always be 

your children. 
Help us to see older people 

as you see them, 
and be thankful for all 

they have to share with us. 
Help us too, 

to share our thoughts  
and experiences with older people, 

so that, together, 
we can serve you.  

Amen 
 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley  

In worship today we 
thought about Simeon and 
Anna who waited all their 
lives for Jesus to come. 

Crafts today. .. 
Simeon’s Prayer - to think about why 
Simeon called Jesus the ‘Light’ for the 
world 

We have history! - to think about the 
different decades we were born in, 
and what a lot of history we have 
seen between us. 
Guess Who? - to look at how people 
have changed, and how they are still 
the same. 
Tangled! - to understand how hard it 
is to be patient when something 
takes a long time to complete.  Think 
about the two old people who 
waited all their lives for a promise 
from God to come true. 
Two things at Once!  Talk about 
whether what you have made is 
liquid or solid, or both.  Jesus was an 
ordinary baby, but Simeon and Anna 
could see that he was also God - two 
things at once! 
How will I look? - to see how it feels 
to see your face looking older.  What 
other things do you think will 
change? 
The Future - How will it look - to use 
your imagination to paint a futuristic 
picture with the materials provided, 
and to think about  your future being 
safe in God’s hands. 

   

Sunday Club for those aged 3Sunday Club for those aged 3Sunday Club for those aged 3---11 11 11    

1st and 3rd Sunday each month @ 10.301st and 3rd Sunday each month @ 10.301st and 3rd Sunday each month @ 10.30   

January 2016 

Past, Present, and Future 
 

Today we celebrate different age groups learning, playing and worshipping 
together. This is one of the core values of Messy Church. 

 
A good man named Simeon lived in 
Jerusalem.  He was waiting for the time 
when God would bring new joy to his 
people.  Simeon had been told by God’s 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he saw the Christ, the promised Saviour.  
When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to 
the Temple, according to Jewish custom, 
Simeon took Jesus in his arms and 
thanked God.  He said that he could now 

die in peace because he had seen the promised Saviour (or Messiah) with his 
own eyes.  He said that Jesus would be a light for all the Gentiles (non-Jewish 
people) to see, and that Jesus would bring honour to his own people, the Jews. 
 
Joseph and Mary were amazed at what Simeon said.  Simeon then blessed 
them and told Mary that God had chosen Jesus to be a sign from God, but 
many people would not accept him, and things would happen that would make 
her heart very sad. 
 
There was a also a prophetess, Anna, who was eighty-four years old.  She had 
been married for seven years but then her husband died.  As a widow, she 
stayed in the Temple all the time, worshipping God, praying day and night, and 
even going without food to concentrate on praying.  She was there when Jesus 
was brought to Simeon.  She heard what had been said, and thanked God too.  
She could not contain her excitement at having met her Saviour, so she spoke 
about Jesus to everyone who was waiting for God to set his people free. 
 
Are we so excited about Jesus that we can’t help telling other people about 
him?  What ways can we use to spread this exciting news? 

 
You can find this story in the New Testament section of the Bible,  

in Luke chapter 2, verses 25-38. 
(Luke is the third book in the New Testament) 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D
http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoddVZrpOH08At0RNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dbible-%2Bdavid%2Bjonathan%26fr%3Dchr-nectar%26


A word-search based on the 

story of Simeon and Anna 

Something to do at 

home ..... 

Ask an older person - a 
grandparent, a great-
grandparent, or an older 
family friend - to tell you 
some stories about what 
life was like when they 
were children.  Perhaps 
you could turn their 
stories into a book. 

Simeon and Jesus 
in the Temple 

A young boy shares his picnic 
 
In the New Testament there is a story of a young boy who answered a call to 
do something for Jesus.  He was among a group of people, including not only 
about 5000 men but women and children too.  They had all come to listen to 
Jesus.  It was late in the day, and everyone was getting hungry.  Jesus asked 
Philip where they could get enough bread to feed the crowd.  Philip didn’t 
know and Andrew could only found a young boy with a meal of five bread rolls 
and two small fish.  Neither Andrew nor the boy knew what Jesus would do, 
but the boy willingly gave what he had to Jesus and allowed him to use his 
small gift.  He trusted Jesus even though he did not know what would happen. 

Jesus made everyone sit down in groups.  He took the food and gave thanks to 
God for it.  Then he started to break the 
bread and the fish into pieces and gave it 
to his friends (the twelve disciples) who 
took the bread and fish they were given 
and started handing it out to the people 
around them. Surprisingly there was 
more than enough food to go around.  
When everyone had finished eating, the 
disciples gathered up all the spare pieces 
and brought them back to Jesus. In the 
end they gathered twelve baskets full of food. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=jesus+the+light&view=detailv2&&id=686C06CF3C3633490332FCA02FA21790DB40DA27&selectedIndex=147&ccid=7A%2feZKP6&simid=607989841739647255&thid=OIP.Mec0fde64a3fa0379c79e6124ed50e571o0

